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This is an example of using the center square
for a "normal" (knight)mate. Because the
knight at 575 is friendly, there is no worry
about "5 f[A#:" at the end.
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Again, we mate with a knight that actually
acts like a knight.
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Since both of the attacker's pieces are weak,
either could be used to weaken the king, but
then the checkmating piece needs to get its
movement from an enemy piece. In (1) it's
checkmate even if that piece (silver) moves
away, and in (2), since that piece (rook) gets
the knight's movement, it cannot move at all.
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Even though the two solutions are very
similar, their difficulty was quite different for
me. | thought the second solution was a rook
or a gold checkmating a pawn.
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The first idea was to mate with a double
check. However, if the king is at the center,
then its unaltered movement makes it difficult
to mate; if it is not, then it is difficult to set up
a double check at all with the silver and
another piece. Therefore it has got to be a
"shadow pinch".
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| tried many possibilities for the piece
assisting in the checkmate, but surprisingly
it's a mate with a single piece. The first player
alone accounts for five bishop and promoted
bishop moves.
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Really easy compared to the previous
problem. It can be deduced that the first
player's six moves are "7 N#&E— 2 T KAk
—>HIT > MR >AK-EAER" | like that
the "horizontal move against horizontal
move" condition specifies the second player's
move order succinctly.
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The pattern of "king gives check to enemy
king with different movement -> piece on the
symmetrical square moves for a counter-
check" is also seen in the second problem in
the "Reiwa" exhibition. It might be specific to
the "point reflection" rule since the movement
alternation is regardless of piece ownership.
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Also appearing in 112-15, gold diagonally
behind silver is simply an efficient shape.
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There are only two different mates with gold
and silver that is not on rank 1, the other
being"1 JuE + 1 /AR - 2 JL&". In the retro
part, the silver has at most two moves, but
neither 1 /\ or 2 - could be reached from
1 Ju in two retro moves, so instead it takes
a single retro move to 2 J\.
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Although the solution looks long, there seems
to be no real difficulty.
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"4 J\f4" is mate as early as on move 5, but it
doesn't work because there is a pawn left in
hand, and if we give that pawn to the
defender, the defender would be able to
interpose; then when we capture, it's mate
with a pawn left in hand. " 2 £ 7" would also
be an early mate except for the tokin on 1
; that tokin could be pulled to 2 &, but
when we capture it, it's again a mate with a
pawn left in hand. After a tortuous setup, we
finally solve the problem with a double check.
Excellent use of the "no piece left" rule.
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As usual, | enjoyed solving those problems.
However, since | would probably be still busy
for the coming month, | think | might only
solve a few problems that | especially like
from the next exhibition.
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